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IN THE CLAIMS 
Please AMEND claims 1 . 26, 31 , 39 and 44 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A surveillance method for operating a general 
purpose computer to provide remote surveillance of an internal area of a building, 
comprising: 

receiving a surveillance Image from a local camera directed at the internal 
area of the building; 

comparing the surveillance image with a reference image to produce a 
comparison result; 

detecting presence of an activity condition based on the comparison result; 

and 

notifying an interested user of the activity condition when the presence of the 
activity condition is detected, 

confiQurina. prior to said receiving, comparing, detecting and notifying, said 
general purpose computing device so as to automatically notify the interested user 
via a predetermined mailing address when an activity condition is subseguentiv 
detected. 

wherein said notifying Includes at least transmitting the surveillance Image to 
a remote computer over a global computer network automatically when the activity 
condition is detected, and 

wherein said transmitting Includes fonning an electronic mall message having 
a predetermined mailing address, the predetermined mailing address toeing 
associated with the interested user and being provided during said confiaurina . and 
electronically mailing the surveillance image to the remote computer over the 
network using the electronic mail message. 

2. (Original) A surveillance method as recited In claim 1 , wherein said 
detecting of the presence of the activity condition comprises: 

comparing the comparison result with a predetermined threshold; 
detecting the presence of the activity condition when the comparison result 
exceeds the predetermined threshold; and 

detecting the lack of presence of the activity condition when the comparison 
result does not exceed the predetermined threshold. 

Attorney Docket No. ATCP97-1A 2 
PACE 3f17 ■ RCVO AT 6/»2004 1 1 :S8:51 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-1IO * DNiS:872g3a6 ■ C6ID:140874gBS0t * DURATION (inm.ss):aB-S6 




JUN. 8.2004 9;01PM MARTiNE&PENILLA, LLP NO. 0792 P. 4 

09/098,279 

Office Action dated: Nov. S, 2003 

Response dated May 5, 2004 (re-snbniHtal June 8, 2004) 

3. (Cancelled) 



4. (Previously Amended) A surveillance method as recited In claim 1 , 
wherein the network comprises the Internet, and 

wherein said transmitting operates to transmit the surveillance image over the 
Internet to the remote computer. 

5. (original) A surveillance method as recited In claim 4, wherein the 
remote computer is one of a personal computer and a network server. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Previously Amended) A surveillance method as recited in claim 1 , 
wherein said notifying further comprises: 

providing a distinctive audio or visual indication on the remote computer to 
notify the interested user of the receipt of the activity condition after the 
electronically mailed surveillance image arrives at the remote computer. 

8. (Currently Amended) A system for providing remote visual monitoring 
of a location, said system comprising: 

a camera for obtaining an image of the location; 

a remote computer having a display device capable of viewing Images, said 
remote computer being remote from the location; 

a local general purpose computer operatively connected to said camera, said 
local general purpose computer operates to receive the image from the camera and 
to determine whether an activity condition is present, 

wherein, prior to providing remote visual monitoring, said local general 
puroosB computer Is configured so as to automaticallv notify a predetermined user 
via a pradetermined mailing address when an activity condition is subseguently 
detected. 

wherein said local general purpose computer automatically forwards the 
image to said remote computer over a global computer network when the activity 
condition Is present, and said local general purpose computer does not forward the 
image to said remote computer over the networi< when the activity condition is not 
present, and 
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Wherein when forwarding the image to said remote computer over the 
network, said iocai general purpose computer automatically creates an electronic 
mail message for the predetermined to a prodotorm i nod user associated with the 
remote computer, the electronic mail message having the image included or 
attached thereto, and then automatically sends the electronic mail message to said 
r e mot e comput e Ffer the predetemiined user via the predetermined mailing address . 

9. (Previously Amended) A system as recited In claim 8, wherein th6 
network comprises the Internet. 



1 1 . (Currently amended) A system as recited in claim 8 [[1 0]], wherein 
said remote computer obtains the image that has been transmitted and displays the 
image on the display device. 

12. (Previously Amended) A system as recited in claim 8, wherein said 
local general purpose computer determines whether an activity condition is present 
based on the image. 

13. (Previously Amended) A system as recited in claim 8, wherein said 
system further comprises a motion detector for producing a motion indication signal, 
and 

wherein said local general purpose computer receives the motion indication 
signal and detemnines whether an activity condition is present based on the motion 
indication signal. 

14. (Original) A system as recited In claim 13, wherein said motion 
detector and said camera Is directed at the location from approximately the same 
direction. 

15. (Original) A system as rec'rted in claim 14, wherein said motion 
detector is mounted on said camera. 

16. (Previously Amended) A system as recited In claim 8, wherein said 
system further comprises a security system having at least one sensor, and 
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wherein said security system detects an alarm condition, the activity condition 
is made to be present. 

1 7. (Previously Amended) A system as recited In daim 8. wherein said 
system further comprises a security system having at least one sensor, and 

wherein said security system detects an alarm condition, said local general 
purpose computer causes the Image and alarm status information to be forwarded 
over the network to said remote computer. 

1 8. (Previously Amended) A system as recited in claim 1 7, wherein the 
image and the alarm status information are displayed on a display device of said 
remote computer. 



19. 


(Cancelled) 


20. 


(Cancelled) 


21. 


(Cancelled) 


22. 


(Cancelled) 


23. 


(Cancelled) 


24. 


(Cancelled) 


25. 


(Cancelled) 



26. (Currently Amended) A method for detecting an activity condition using 
a camera, comprising the acts of: 

(a) receiving a reference image from a camera directed in a predetermined 
direction: 

(b) storing a reference image; 

(c) receiving a current image from a camera directed in the predetermined 
direction; 

(d) comparing the current image with the reference image to detect an activity 
condition; and 

(e) signaling an alarm condition when said comparing detects the activity 
condition; the signaling of the alarm condition including the automatic transmission 
of a me ss ag e an electronic mail message over a network to a remote computer, the 
message including a vid e o c li p at least one Image from the camera to enable 
e nabling viewing of the activity condition that caused the signaling of the alarm 
condition^ 
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wherein the electronic mail message is transmitted to an electronic mall 
address as was previously an"anqed during configuration . 



27. (Original) A method as recited In claim 26, wherein said signaling (e) of 
the alarm condition produces an audio sound. 

28. (Original) A method as recited in claim 26, wherein said signaling (e) of 
the alarm condition comprises: 

storing a sequence of images from the camera upon detecting the activity 
condition so as to obtain a visual record of the alarm condition. 

29. (Original) A method as recited in claim 28, wherein said signaling (e) of 
the alarm condition further comprises: 

producing an audio sound upon detecting the activity condition. 

30. (Original) A method as recited in claim 29, wherein said comparing (d) 
of the cun-ent image with the reference image to detect the activity condition 
comprises: 

determining a difference value between the current image and the reference 

image; 

comparing the difference value with a predetermined threshold value; and 
detecting the activity condition when the difference value exceeds the 
predetermined threshold value. 




31. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 28, wherein the 
electronic mail message being transmitted includes a pluralitv of Imaoes temporally 
proximate to the detection of the activitv condition th e activity condition i s i nd i cat es 
d e t e ction of an I ntruder, ond wherein the sequonoo of imagoc defin e s th e vid e o cl i p . 



32. 


(Cancelled) 


33. 


(Cancelled) 


34. 


(Cancelled) 


35. 


(Cancelled) 


36. 


(Cancelled) 


37. 


(Cancelled) 


38. 


(Cancelled) 



Attorney Docket No. ATCP97-1A 6 

PAGE 7/17 • RCVD AT 6f»2004 11:98:51 PM [Eastern Oayllgtit Time) • SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-irO • DNIS:8729306 • CSID:1408749«9ai • DURATION (inm-SS):06-56 



JUN,' 8. 2004 9:02PM MARTTnE&PENILLA, LLP 



NO. 0792 P. 8 



09/098,179 

Ofilu Action dated: Nov. S, 2003 

Response dated May S, 2004 (re-submittal Jane 8, 2004) 

39. (Currently Amended) A method for operating a general purpose 
computer to detect an activity condition using a camera, comprising the acts of: 

(a) receiving a reference image from a camera directed in a predetermined 
direction; 

(b) storing a reference Image; 

(c) receiving a current image from a camera directed in the predetermined 
direction; 

(d) comparing the current image with the reference image to detect an activity 
condition; 

(e) signaling an alarm condition when said comparing detects the activity 
condition without using any special purpose hardware other than the general 
purpose computer and the camera; and 

(f) transmitting a message over a global computer network to a remote 
computer, the message including at least the current image, wherein the message 
being transmitted to the remote computer is an electronic mail message : and 

(a) configuring, prior to said receiving fa), storing fb). comparing (d). signaling 
(e^ and transmitting (f). the general purpose computing device so as to automatically 
transmit an electronic mail message using a predetermined mailing address when 
an activitv condition is subseguentiv detected . 

40. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 39. wherein said 
signaling (e) of the alarm condition produces an audio sound. 

41 . (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 40, wherein said 
signaling (e) of the alarm condition comprises: 

storing a sequence of images from the camera upon detecting the activity 
condition so as to obtain a visual record of the alarm condition. 

42. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 41 , wherein said 
signaling (e) of the alarm condition further comprises: 

producing an audio sound upon detecting the activity condition. 

43. (Previously presented) A method as recited in daim 42, wherein said 
comparing (d) of the current image with the reference image to detect the activity 
condition comprises: 
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determining a difference value between the current Image and the reference 

Image: 

comparing the difference value with a predetermined threshold value; and 
detecting the activity condition when the difference value exceeds the 
predetermined threshold value. 

44. (Currently Amended) A method as recited in claim 41. wherein the 
electronic mail message being transmitted includes a plurality of imaaes temporally 
proximate to the detection of the activity condition th e aot i v l tv cond i tion ie ind i cat es 
dotoot i on of an i ntruder, and whoro i n tho soquonco of i magos is a vidoo c li p . 

45. (Cancelled) 

46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Previously Amended) A method as recited in claim 39, wherein said 
comparing (d) of the current image with the reference image to detect the activity 
condition comprises: 

determining a difference value between the cun'ent image and the reference 

image: 

comparing the difference value with a predetermined threshold value; and 
detecting the activity condition when the difference value exceeds the 
predetermined threshold value. 

48. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 47, wherein the 
message includes at least a video clip containing images from the camera that were 
obtained from the camera during or proximate in time to when the activity condition 
was detected, thereby enabling viewing of the activity condition that caused the 
signaling of the alarm condition. 

49. (Previously Amended) A method for operating a general purpose 
computer to detect an activity condition using a camera, comprising the acts of: 

(a) receiving a reference image from a camera directed in a predetermined 
direction; 

(b) storing a reference image; 

(c) receiving a current image from a camera directed in the predetermined 
direction; 
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(d) comparing the current image with the reference image to detect an activity 
condition; 

(e) signaling an alarm condition when said comparing detects the activity 
condition without using any special purpose hardware other than the general 
purpose computer and the camera; and 

(f) transmitting at least the current image over a network to a remote 
computer upon detecting the activity condition, 

vt/herein the network comprises the Internet, and 

wherein the remote computer is an Internet server that stores images from a 
plurality of different cameras, and wherein an interested user is able to view at least 
certain of the images by accessing the internet server via a web browser application 
on a user computer. 



50. (Previously presented) A method as recited in claim 49, wherein said 
transmitting operates to transmit at least a video clip containing images from the 
camera that were obtained from the camera during or proximate in time to when the 
activity condition was detected. 

51. (Cancelled) 

52. (Previously Amended) A metiiod as recited in claim 49, wherein said 
comparing (d) of the current image with the reference image to detect the activity 
condition comprises: 

determining a difference value between the current image and the reference 

image; 

detecting the activity condition based on the different value. 

53. (Previously presented) A surveillance method for operating a general 
purpose computer to provide remote surveillance of an intemal area of a building, 
comprising: 

receiving a surveillance image from a local camera directed at the intemal 
area of the building; 

comparing the surveillance image with a reference image to produce a 
comparison result; 

detecting presence of an activity condition based on the comparison result; 

and 
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notifying an Interested user of the activity condition when the presence of the 
activity condition is detected, 

wherein said notifying includes at least transmitting the surveillance image to 
a remote computer over a network automatically when the activity condition is 
detected, 

wherein the network comprises the Internet, and 

wherein the remote computer is an Intemet server that stores images from a 
plurality of different cameras, and wherein the interested user is thereafter able to 
view at least certain of the Images from the local camera by accessing the internet 
server via a web browser application on a user's computer. 

54. (Previously presented) A surveillance method as recited in claim 53, 
wherein said notifying further includes sending an electronic mail message to the 
user's computer to inform the user of the activity condition or the availability of at 
least the surveillance image at the Internet server. 

55. (Previously presented) A surveillance method as recited in claim 54, 
wherein said detecting of the presence of the activity condition comprises: 

comparing the comparison result with a predetermined threshold; 

detecting the presence of the activity condition when the comparison result 
exceeds the predetermined threshold; and 

detecting the lack of presence of the activity condition when the comparison 
result does not exceed the predetermined threshold. 

56. (Previously presented) A surveillance method as recited in claim 55, 
wherein said method operates without using any special purpose hardware other 
than the general purpose computer and the local camera. 

57. (Previously presented) A surveillance method as recited in claim 54, 
wherein said method operates without using any special purpose hardware other 
than the general purpose computer and the local camera. 

58. (Previously presented) A system for providing remote visual monitoring 
of a location, said system comprising: 

a camera for obtaining an image of the location; 
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an Internet server for storing images, said remote computer being remote 
from the location; 

a user's computer having a display device capable of viewing images, said 
user computer t>eing remote from the location; 

a local general purpose computer operatively connected to said camera, said 
local general purpose computer operates to receive the image from the camera and 
to determine whether an activity condition is present, 

wherein said local general purpose computer automatically forwards the 
image to said Intemet server over a network when the activity condition is present, 
and said local general purpose computer does not forward the image to said 
Internet sen/er over the network when the activity condition is not present, 

wherein the network comprises the Internet, and 



wherein said Intemet server stores the images fonn^arded thereto from said 
local general purpose computer, and wherein an interested user is thereafter able to 
view the images from the local camera by accessing the Intemet server via a web 
browser application on said user's computer. 

59. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 58, wherein said 
system further operates to send an electronic mail message to the interested user to 
inform the interested user of the activity condition or the availability of images at the 
Intemet server. 

60. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 58, wherein said 
local general purpose computer fonvards the image to said Intemet server by 
establishing a network connection to the Intemet, and directing the transmission of 
the Image over the Internet to the Internet server. 

61 . (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 58, wherein said 
local general purpose computer determines whether an activity condition is present 
based on the image. 

62. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 58, wherein said 
system further comprises a motion detector for producing a motion Indication signal, 
and 
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wherein said local general purpose computer receives the motion Indication 
signal and determines whether an activity condition is present based on the motion 
indication signal. 

63. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 62, wherein said 
motion detector is mounted on said camera. 

64. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 58, wherein said 
system further comprises a security system having at least one sensor, and 



wherein said security system detects an alarm condition, the activKy condition 
is made to be present. 

65. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 58, wherein said 
system further comprises a security system having at least one sensor, and 

wherein said security system detects an alarm condition, said local general 
purpose computer causes the image and alarm status Information to be forwarded 
over the networl^ to said Intemet server. 

66. (Previously presented) A system as recited in claim 65, wherein the 
Image and the alarm status information are displayed on the display device of said 
user's computer after the interested user accesses the Internet server. 
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